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concepts he employs as to put everyone in a position to
see what he means by them.
It is in response to this need that I now propose to
discuss my principal psychological concepts in alpha-
betical order, and I must take this opportunity of request-
ing the reader to refer to these interpretations in every'
case of doubt. It must, of f course, be understood that
with these interpretations and definitions I merely wish
to establish the sense in which I myself employ the
concepts; far be it from me to affirm that such an
application is the only possible one under all circum-
stances, or even the absolutely correct interpretation.
1, Abstraction, as the word already implies, is the
drawing out or isolation of a content (e.g. a meaning or
general character, etc.) from a connection, containing other
elements, whose combination as a totality is something
unique or. individual, and therefore inaccessible to com-
parison. Singularity, uniqueness, and incomparability are
obstacles to cognition, hence to the cognitive tendency
the remaining elements, though felt to be essentially bound
up with the content, must appear irrelevant
Abstraction, therefore, is that form of mental activity
which releases the essential content or fact from its con-
nection with irrelevant elements; it distinguishes it from
them, or, in other words, differentiates it. (v. Differentiation).
In its wider sense, everything is abstract that is separated
from its connection with non-appertaining elements.
Abstraction is an activity belonging to psychological
functions in general, There is a thinking which abstracts,
just as there is abstracting feeling, sensation^ and intuition,
(v. these concepts). Abstracting - thinking brings into
relief a content that is distinguished from other irrelevant
elements by its intellectual, logical qualities. Abstracting-
feeling does the same with a content characterized by